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The famous I Ade son af Ganapati, Was born near 
shout the year 13 D. ihe name or title Vidyapati was not un- 
amon in the tenth, eleventh and twelfth centuries of the Christian era, 
some of them attained fame as scholars and poets. Thus Abhinavagupta, 
he famous Kashmirian scholar who flourished towards the end of the 
tenth and the beginning of the eleventh century quotes one Vidyapati 
in his Kvara-pratya-bhijia-vimarsini.? This Vidyapati, therefore, could 
mot have flourished later than the tenth century A.D. 

We come across another scholar bearing the title Vidyapati early in the 
deventh century A.D. His name was Bhaskarabhatta, son of Trivikrama, 
the court-poet of Indraraja III of Manyakheta. King Bhoja of the Para- 
mara dynasty of Dhara (c.1000-1055 A.D.), who himself was a 
` distinguished writer, conferred the title of Vidyapati on Bhaskarabhatta, 
who was the great-grandfather of the celebrated astronomer Bhaskara- ` 
charya, who composed his Siddhanta-Siromani in 1151? A.D. 

There was a third Vidyapati, who was probably a younger contemporary 
of Bhaskarabhatta, He was the court-poet of King Karna, who came to 
| the throne of the Kalachuris of Tripuri sometime between 1034 and 
| 1082 A.D. and abdicated in favour of his son shortly before 1073“ A.D. 
| This Vidyàpati was such a famous poet that a verse quoted in the Subha- 
| Wüval of Vallabhadeva mentions his name in the same breath with 
} Valmiki, Vyasa, Kalidasa and Bilhana. It runs as follows : “King Rama 

Nas described in detail by Valmiki; the son of Dharma (Yudhisthira) by 
isa: Kine V; E alidása and Bilhana, 

Yasa; King Vikramanka, it is said by the poet Kalidasa an me 
| i by Chittapa and Karna by Vidyāpati. Kings rue SR 
ám Poets and not through the loud sounds of kettle á Brice 

"Wo Verses written by thi Vidyapati eulogising the powers a 

by this Vidyap the name. 
: 5 patron Chedi Karna. In one of these he makes a pun uem uim 
t a and writes : “Your father’s father consideren a pye him to be 
Even ace Karna) to be his ear; but your father cons! a or the Crown 
Prince) that? Bes, Karttikeya, the Jé cual | pup res many look 
UP the Co oe ee Sakti rate or the queen). But 
Men MU. s earth) as the Mahisi (se n then manifest their 

"ing their intellect or knowledge €V* 


A the present writer. 
D talogus. a ajumdar—Vidyapati, Introduction, PP- 47-57 by the p 
T. Jitend.. falogurum II. 1, p. 574. sa ce 
i e Sindra Bimal Chaudhuri—Padyamria-tarangin ' 
Sbhy, 186 te for Empire (Bharatiya Vidya Bhav wn 
Y an anonymous poet, edited by Fe 


Introduction pp- 212-213. 
62-63 for the date 


A EARLIER VIDYAPATIS [Ie Ben, g 


boldness in order to discern the reality of the universe, ”" This verge tired 
some light on the position of Karna in the reigns of his krandfath, 
Kokalla II and his father Gangeyadeva Vikramaditya, Karna must ha 
been old cnough to collect information and report them to Kokalla In 
who is described here as secing through Karna, Gangeyadeva, who Jed 
expeditions to the Deccan, Kosala, Utkala, Anga or Bhagalpore, and to 
the Kangra Valley, then under occupation of the Muslims, must have 
got substantial help from his son, who is compared here to the veritab 
general of the gods. a 

In another verse, Vidyapati contrasts the achievements of Karna to 
those of his adversaries thus : “You go two or three steps, while your foes 
go skipping over the earth (that is, they leave the world altogether); you 
release ten or five arrows, while they shed much blood; they are lords of: 
goddesses (in the other world) having been killed with your sword, while 
you are lord of women (in this world); they deserve to be spoken ill of; 
Oh, Karna! how can you be described??? This verse has also been 
quoted in the Subhasitavali,? but is ascribed to one Deccan poet. Was this 
Vidyapati a southerner ? P 

Sridharadasa compiled his Saduktikarnamrta on the 11th Februa 
1206 A.D., that is, at least 174 years before the birth of the Maithila poe 
Vidyapati. He has quoted as many as five verses of one Vidyàpati. As two 
of these verses were eulogies of Karna, it is highly probable that the three 
other verses quoted by Sridharadasa were also composed by the 
court-poet of Karna, It may be mentioned in this connection that Krsna- 
mira in his Prabodha-chandrodaya refers to this Karna as having defeated 
the Chandella ruler Kirttivarman some time after 1051 A.D. This Vidya: i 
pati took pleasure in ridiculing the vanity of a scholar thus: “We have 
been born as neighbours of knowers of words (grammarians); the experts - 
in Vedas know us; we have resorted to the caravan of the learned men : 
going along the path of the six rites; we have been seen for a long time by 
the learning of the poets with the closed third part of their eyes shaped - 
like buds; how should we know. that a person like you would be an alto- 3 
gether different sort of touchstone (that is, you do not recognise our merit, - 
while other scholars do) ?"*.* 7 

Sridharadasa ascribes to Vidyapati a verse, which, according to the - 
Sarfigadharapaddhati?®, was written by Malava Rudra. This verse des- — 
cribes how Agastya drank off the ocean and states : “We with our minds 
agitated with thirst resorted to the ocean (with the idea) that he is the — 
one abode of waters, that he is the mine of gems, who knows that the sas¢ — 
will drink in a moment the ocean, placed on the hollow of the cup of his 


_hand together with the fatiguing whales and crocodiles!!."* 
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Another poem attributed by Sridharadasa to this Vidyapati bears a 
very close resemblance to some of the verses written by the Maithila poct 
vidyápati- It compares a lover anxious to enjoy a girl who has not attained 
her puberty with a bee, who is thus admonished : “Oh bee, divert your 
restive mind to other flower-creepers which can bear violation. Why do 
ou prematurely DN in vain the Mugdha, innocent or beautiful bud of 
Navamallika LL Mid Rajas, pollens or sign of womanhood has not yct 
grown? 4$ In the Sarngadharapaddhati!? and Subhasitavali,!! however, 
this has been ascribed to the poetess Vikatanitamba. The Maithila poct 
vidyapati has written: sa T mal m coma 

wat a fè Aa faoa | 

and again AM HHT FAT AFTES 

| In about 1363 A.D. the Sarngadharapaddhati was compiled by Sarnga- 
dhara, grandson of Raghava, a poct patronised by King Hammira Chaha- 
mana of Sakambhari, Scopur (Gwalior) and Balvan (Kotah), who died 
in 1301 A.D. In this work four verses attributed to onc Vidyapati have 
been quoted. This Vidyapati was certainly not the Maithila Vidyapati, 
as he was born about one generation later. He was either the court-poct 
| of Karna or the protegee of Bhoja Paramara. 

One of these verses is didactic in character, condemning pcrsons who 
run after riches. Meru is said to be the depository of gold. The poet says : 
“For those whose mind is awakened with the pleasure of contentment, 
Meru is not different from carth; for others, whose minds are crowded with 
| allurement of riches, Meru is far off; for whose sake then has the creator 

made that sort of resort of wealth ? Meru whose greatness of gold is con- 

fined to itself does not appeal to me.”16 This Vidyapati upholds the view 
that a single outstanding qualification may nullify many disqualifications. 

In this-verse on Musk he writes : “The birth place is not certainly clean; 

the colour is not fit to be described; if a person decorates his body with it, 

he looks from a distance as if covered with mud, although it is so, who 
! knows what indescribable virtue of perfume which robs the praise of all 
` fragrant things the musk has.”!? This verse has also been quoted by 
Jalhana in his Suktimuktavali!? and by Haribhaskara in his Padyamrita- 
laranginj, 19 
Per verse of this Vidyapati quoted by Sarngadhara descriles the 
, "“atles of a lover to his lady-love who has been cross with him: “Oh 
Sa excellent eye-brows; since you are angry, I have discardcd food, 
Mons. all talks about women, avoided fragrance a P e 
Soha Oh loving one; give up the redness (of t si ace) w vine 

own to you, Be pleased now. Oh lovely one ! in separation trom 
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you all the quarters have become at once dark to me,"20 I 
verse this poet draws à. pen-pieture ofa lady going out in a zi. 
night to meet her lover, When the lightening made her for 
entreated it to be morc sympathetic, because of the com 
belonging to the same fair sex, She says: “Let the winds Variegaterd y 
the pollens of Kadamba flower blow; let the enemies of serpents (Desen 
dance, let the energetic clouds heavy with the weight of new water ere 
noise, secing me with a distressed face sunk in the ocean of grief due D 
the separation from my lover, why do you oh crucl lightening quiver 
though the womanhood is common (to us both)."?! The Maithila Vidya. : 
pati has improved upon this and has written excellent poems on the 
lady going out to meet her lover in the rainy night amidst mud, serpents 
thunders in roads infested with rogues.” : 

Lastly we find a Bengali Vidyapati flourishing in thc last quarter of the 
twelfth century. Jinapala in his Kharataragachchha-pattavali states that 
the poets, Vidyapati Gauda and Vagisvara Janardana, visited the court of 
Prithviraja III (c. 1178-1192 A.D.), the famous antagonist of Muhammad 
Ghiri.* 
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